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5 1968 

To : Director,  Oeological  Survey 

From: Deputy So l i c i to r  

Subject:  Mineral  Surveys  under  the  Wilderness  Act 

As a r a s u l t  of the  meeting on February 16 in the  Under Secretary 's  
office  during which we discussed  the proposed  North  Cascades  Nationdl 
Park, you informally requested  us  to  advise you of   the   ex ten t   to  
which tho  Wilderness  Act, 78 Stat .  890 (1964), 16 U.S.C. 1131 (1964), 
directs  the  Geological  Survey  to  perform  mineral  surveys i n  wilderness 
anS primitive  areas  administered  by  ths  Forest  Service and i n   t h e  
Nationsl Park System and Nat iona l l J i ld l i fe  Refuge System areas 
c6zLiirlis.iei-ed by t.25 Deparhent.  You were pa r t i cu la r ly   i n t e re s t ed  in  
knosring xhether  the  Wilderness  Act  requires  a  mineral survey ia ara35 
proposed for nat ional   park  s ta tus  which are  being  carved out  of  exist-  
i n g  primitive  areas. 

I n i t i a l l y ,  it should be pointed  out that Section 3(a) of the 
. , r d e m e s s  Act, 16 U.S.C. 1132(a), designated as wilderness m l v  
lr:.?Lose areas ~ t h h  the   na t iona l   fo re s t s   c l a s s i f i ed   a t  least 30 days 
before  Septmber 3 ,  1964, by the  SecretaFJ of Agriculture  or Sir, CXef 
of the  Forest  Service' as 'wilderness',  'wild', or rcanoet''.  Neither 
th3  primitive  areas  administered  by  the  Forest  Service  nor any of the 
areas a d x h i s t e r e d  by this Department vere designat.ed as wilderness. 
Furthemore, Congress  provided i n  section  2(a) of the  act , '16 U.S.C. 
1 3 l ( a ) ,  that ''no Federal  lands shall be designated  as  'wilderness 
areas' except as provided for  i n  this a c t  or by a subsequent Act." 

Congress did  es tabl ish,  however, a  procedure  by  which  additional 
Federal  &reas  could be included i n  the  Xilderness System  by subsequent 
Csn,mssional action. In sect ion  3(b)  of the  act ,  16 U.S.C. 1132 (b), 
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C~j~~1T?:s ciirccted  the  Secre-lny of A p i c u l t u r e   t o  make  a rev icr ,  
hTthin 10 years,  of  the slcita:-,lE.ty 0:- r .cxsui tabi l i ty   for  p r c x r v a -  
t i c c  2.s xilderncss of e ~ c h  arc; i n  th.3 na t iona l   fores t s   c lassXied  
on SepbrSxr  3, 196L, as pr in i t ive .  I n  sect ion  3(c)  o f  thc   act ,  
C;;ny;;s a l so  provided f o r  t h e  iaclczioi1 of I n t e r i o r  a d - i n i s t c c d  
srzas i r tc  tha  Vilde-mcss S y s t m  by di rec t ing  t he  Secretary of the 
Ir . ter ior   to  rcvie:?, as t o  sui tzb- i l i ty  o r  ncmsuitabil i ty €or  rriidcr- 
ness preswvation, roadless areas of the  Xational  Park an3 listion11 
r . x U e  Eefnge Systcm exhibi t in3  t5ldcrncss   character is t ics .  'The 
rmie;xs 2nd recoz~.mdatior.s of t h  Le-retaries would bo f o r  t r m s -  
xit,tzl to   t he   P res iden t   fo r  his recocxendations t o  the  Congress on 
fu-Lure legis la t ion  adding new areas  t o  the  Wilderness  Systen. 

It is in this context that the  Ccngrcss  directed  the  Secretary of 
t h o  Interior t o  perfonn  certain r jneral  surveys.  Specifically, 
Congress  provided i n  section  L(d)(2) o f  the  act, 16 U.S.C. l l33(d)(2) :  
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Deputy S o l i c i t o r  

cc : 
Director, National Park'Service v 


